Gold Coast Domestic and Family Violence Community Plan
Our Community Voice
 
Awareness and education
Community awareness
“I didn’t know that I was experiencing coercive control because I was so conditioned to think that it was all my fault.”
Early domestic and family violence education
“We need to open up the language so young people can more easily identify what is actually happening to them.”
Targeted training for services
 
Access to supports and information
Easily accessible information
“I didn’t know where to go, who to call.”
Flexible and timely responses
“Too many wrong doors and too much red tape.”
“There is a lot of bouncing back and forth.”
Practical and long-term supports
“Support seems to just disappear after leaving the relationship.”
 
Safety and accountability
Safety and stability beyond crisis
“Women are encouraged to leave unsafe relationships... however quickly fall through the cracks into other unsafe scenarios for example homelessness.”
Accountability for people using violence
“Accountability beyond a criminal justice response.”
 
Reaching everyone in our community
Inclusive and culturally responsive support
“There are assumptions about cultural background, social and migration status and socio-economic status as a predictor of violence.”
“Women with disability are overrepresented yet still in the ‘too hard’ basket.”
Lived experience
“People with lived experience need to be part of the solution.”
Community connection
 
How do we turn ideas into action?
· Regular information and education sessions in community spaces where people visit regularly
· Domestic and family violence specialist workers in government and non-government services
· More after-hours outreach support
· Make information more easily available and accessible
· More emergency accommodation and long-term housing options
· More training for GPs, health services, teachers, childcare educators, police, lawyers and magistrates

